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R and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and 
sok in dhe broad places thereof, if ye can find aman, if there be any that executeth 
judgment, that seeketh the truth. a ° ° ° ° - Jeremiah, v. 1. 

















ON MISSIONS TO THE HEATHEN. 

There are very few, perhaps, professing christianity, 
but will acknowledge, that it is of the greatest impor- 
tance, in introducing the gospel amongst the heathen, to 
inculcate it both by precept and example in its original 
purity and simplicity. But this seems far from being the 
case with the missionaries of the present day. We have 
no instance where they have attempted to show, that war 
is inconsistent with the precepts of Christ, or seen any 
example of meekness and humility they have set before 
them; but the heathen, on embracing christianity, are 
ushered into a train of ways and practices, wholly un- 
known to them before, and altogether at variance with the 
spirit and principles of the gospel. 

In no place have missionary undertakings been attend- 
ed with so much outward success, as at the Society 
Islands, in the Southern Pacific Ocean. ‘The missionaries 
who went to these Islands, were sent out by the Lon- 
don Missionary Society of the established church. Po- 
mare, one of the kings, his chiefs, and nearly all his sub- 
jects, have embraced the christian religion, and adopted 
European laws. The effects which have followed may 
here be seen. Pomare has erected a large building, called 
the “* Royal Mission Chapel.” It is 712 feet long, and 
54 feet wide. There are three pulpits, 260 feet from 
each other, and the extreme ones 100 feet from the ends 
of the house, so that three missionaries may preach at 
the same time without incommoding each other. A num- 
ber of missionary societies have also been formed in the 
Islands; and as the natives have no money, contributions 
are made of the produce of the Islands; such as cotton, 
oil, pigs, arrow-root, &c. These are obtained in large 
quantities, and sent to England, the proceeds tu be paid 
to the treasurer of the Missionary Society in London. 
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The last annual meeting of the Missionary Society was 
held in the Royal Mission Chapel. ‘ Pomare,” says the 
account, “ officiated as President. Motions were made 
and supperted by the missionaries and the leading natives. 
Votes of thanks were passed to the President, the Secre- 
tary, the Treasurer, the sub-treasurer, the governors of 
districts; &c.”’ These statements are given by the mis- 
sionaries themselves, and the reader is left to decide 
whether such proceedings are calculated to lead the na- 
tives to humility, self-denial, and heavenly mindedness, 
or will tend to inspire them with pride, self-gratification, 
and worldly consequence. 


The American Board of Commissioners for Forei 
Missions, have also lately sent missionaries to the Sand- 
wich Islands, in the Northern Pacific Ocean, distant 
about $3,000 miles from the Society Islands. Fitting out 
and sending these missionaries, cost the Board better 
than 10,000 dollars. The missionaries, in giving an ac- 
count of the first Sabbath they spent on land, and the first 
time they held worship amongst the natives, the sermon 
preached, &c. observe: “Our singing, aided by the bass 
viol, on which G. P. Tamoree* played, was pleasing to 
the natives, and will probably have a salutary influence 
in winning them to approve and to engage in christian 
worship.” 

The following is an extract from the Journal of these 
Missionaries, written not long after their arrival : 

“ Thursday, June 8. Opened a singing school this 
evening, to be continued weekly for the improvement of 
ourselves and others in sacred music. Several of the 





* G. P. Tamoree isa native of the Sandwich Islands, but was some 
time in this country at the Foreign Mission School, Cornwall, Connecti 
cut, and returned with the Missionaries. His father, who is king of one 
of the Islands, was much pleased on the return of his son, and said he 
must know a great deal, in order to play so skilfully. ‘Tamoree’s father 
has committed to him, as second in command, the principal concerns of 
the Island;—telling the chiefs, that they must henceforth consider him 43 
their master. The Missionaries observe: *‘he is much elated with his 
promotion; keeps an American table separate from his father; and _1s 
considered by his countrymen as almost a white man.” In regard to Ta- 
moree’s christianity, we fear he has no more of it than when he left his 
own country. That an alteration has taken place in him by coming among 
us, and being at the Mission School, there can be no doubt, but we are 
disposed to think it has been only for the worse. 
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white residents are desirous to learn ; and we think that 
some of the natives may shortly be instructed in this de- 
lightful art.” 


We do not believe much benefit will arise to the na- 
tives, or that the interests of the gospel will be promoted 
by the use of the bass viol, or by singing schools. The 
apostles, when they went amongst the Gentiles to preach 
the gospel, had no instruments of music in their assem- 
blies, nor did they establish singing schools. _ : 

It is worthy oft remark, that before the American mis- 
sionaries arrived at the Sandwich Islands, or any mis- 
sionary had ever visited their shores, the government 
and people, with their priests, voluntarily abandoned 
their idols, and committed them to the flames, being con- 
vinced of the folly of such worship. Were proper persons 
to go there, and inculcate upon their minds the pure prin- 
ciples of the gospel, and set before them a right example, 
there can be no doubt but they would prove a blessing to 
the inhabitants; but whether those who have already 
gone will be of any use, or make them any better, time 
must determine. 

ello 


PROCEEDINGS AMONGST THE BAPTISTS. 


From the Seventh Annual Report of the Board of Ma- 
nagers of the General Convention of the Baptist Denomi- 
nation in the United States, it appears, they are vieing with 
other denominations in the popular undertakings of the 
day. A committee appointed by the Convention, pur- 
chased a lot of ground in Washington City, at the expense 
of seven thousand dollars, and have erected a seminary, 
the cost of which, with its appurtenances, when finished, 
is estimated at about thirty thousand dollars. ‘The build- 
ing commenced in the spring of 1820, and is now nearly 
completed. It is 117 feet in length, and 47 deep; and 
contains sixty fire places, and fifty-eight rooms. It is 
called the “ Columbian College,” and is to be divided 
into a Classical and Theological Department. 

The building committee, in their report to the Conven- 
tion respecting the building, observe : 


‘* Not an accident has occurred, even to the smallest 
bodily injury of any one of the workmen. All has ad- 
vanced with the most perfect order, and in the most com- 
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plete harmony. It is doubtful, whether the like was ever 
before known in an undertaking of such magnitude. 
Surely this building has risen to the glory of God; and 
every circumstance relating to it shows, too plainly for 
infidelity itself to deny, that the good hand of our God 
is with us. Even in points where it could scarcely be 
hoped that all would think alike, there has been but one 
mind as to the mode of proceeding, to obtain that one 
object, so dear to us all. Let the praise arise to Him 
who has been our guide, so far beyond our expectations, 
or even of our fervent prayers.” 


The following is extracted from another part of the 
same report of the building committee : ; 


‘‘ Believing that the Theological department will be re- 
moved to this place, [ Washington City] in the ensuin 
autumn, and that the Classical branch of the college wil 
commence by the beginning of the next year, it seems 
necessary to prepare one or two houses for the accommo- 
dation of Professors; and the building committee, after 
consulting the members present of the education com- 
mittee, have thought it adviseable to erect two buildings 
for Professors, under one roof, each 25 feet front by 40 
feet deep; and have made arrangements for such build- 
ings, to be completed by the first of October.—In locating 
the buildings upon the lot, it was necessary to have re- 

rd to future operations, anticipating therein any extent 
to which, in the course of Divine Providence, the esta- 
blishment may grow. A general plan is therefore made, 
in which all the buildings are intended to range with the 
cardinal points of the compass, and to exhibit the best 
possible view from every direction, combining economy, 
utility, convenience and magnificence. As this could be 
seen only by persons upon the site, we could have no other 
counsel herein than the consultation of gentlemen of 
taste who were present.” 


Luther Rice, the agent for the Convention, has been 
very active in procuring donations and subscriptions to 
this Institution; which, he states, already amount to 
about $0,000 Gollars. In giving an account to the Con- 
vention of a tour he made from Washington City to 
Georgia, last winter, he observes : 


‘In this tour, of seven weeks, I realized in subscrip- 














THE REFORMER. 173 


tions and collections together, a thousand dollars a 
week. And, in general, from the first of January up to 
- this time, [April 25, 1821] including a trip to North Ca- 
rolina this spring, I have been successful in securing for 
various objects on hand, by subscriptions and collections 
together, about one hundred dollars a day.”’ 


Like all other institutions of this nature in the present 
day, they have adopted the plan of endowing professor- 
ships, scholarships, &c. On this subject the same agent 
states : 

«¢ Aware that an additional Professor in the Theological 
Department would soon be wanted; I opened a subscrip- 
tion for this purpose. The plan of the subscription is this. 
There shall be a hundred subscriptions, each of which 
shall supply fifty dollars a year for five years; to be ob- 
tained in neighbourhoods of five persons together, each 
paying ten dollars a year for five years. Of the hundred 
subscriptions necessary to complete the professorship, I 
have already commenced fifty-four ; and expect not only 
to fill up these, but to finish the hundred in the course of 
this year. 

‘6 Tews the professorship, which was before com- 
menced on the plan of one thousand subscriptions, each 
twenty-five dollars; one-fourth of the whole, i. e. two 
hundred and fifty subscriptions, are now entered. This 
too, it is hoped, will be carried forward very considerably 
in the course of the present year. 

‘¢ A subscription has been opened for the endowing of 
the Presidency of the College, on the plan of ten dollars 
each subscription, payable when two thousand subscribers 
shall have been obtained.” 


In the report and resolutions presented by Luther 
Rice, from the committee on the subject of opening the 
College, and which were unanimously adopted, are the 
following observations : 


*‘ Upon an attentive consideration of the state of things 
on a general scale, in relation to this literary establish- 
ment, the committee feel persuaded, that it will be ad- 
visable to regulate the concern on the basis of two ses- 
sions and two vacations in the year: the first session to 
begin on the second Wednesday in January, and termi- 
mate on the second Wednesday in July; the second ses- 
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sion to begin on the first Wednesday in September, and 
terminate on the third Wednesday in December, making 
this the commencement day. 

‘* Respecting this arrangement, itmay be observed 
that it will be throwing into vacation the Christmas 
holydays and new year’s day, and all the month of August; 
portions of time least favourable for study in this place: 
and also bring the commencement day at a period when 
the Congress are as much at leisure, should they think pro- 
per to honour the occasion with their presence, as at any 
time in the season. 

‘¢ The committee, in common with all the members of 
the corporation, feel a strong solicitude that the establish- 
ment should possess an elevated character; and even in 
the outset, a are decidedly of opinion, that the re- 
quirements for admission, and the course of study, should 
not fall below the standard of institutions holding a dis- 
tinguished rank among the American Colleges.—The 
friends of the institution, it is not doubted, will perceive 
the importance of making these requisitions, oa of pur- 
suing here such an extended and thorough course of in- 
struction as shall ensure a solid and useful education, 
and as shall be worthy of the metropolis of the United 
States.” 


The Board of Managers of the General Convention, 
having proposed the adoption of a plan for bringing do- 
mestic missions into operation, Luther Rice, from the 
committee appointed on the subject, made a report; 
which was concurred in. The following is an extract 
from the report : 


‘¢ The committee on the subject of a system of Domes- 
tic Missionary operations, report: that from the atten- 
tion they have been able to bestow upon the subject, they 
feel persuaded, that an enlarged system of domestic mis- 
sionary operations is needed, and would be greatly con- 
ducive to the promotion of the objects of the General Con- 
vention. 

‘‘ Their view is this, that such persons only should be 
employed in this service whose character and talents 
would eommand general attention and respect, and whose 
zeal should be tervent ; and that such should be commis- 
sioned to travel and preach, under the leading idea of 
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domestic missionaries, for the benefit of the churches, and 
of the community. That, connected with a primary at- 
tention to the business of preaching and promoting the 
welfare of the churches, and of the community, they 
should be instructed to visit associations, and endeavour 
to give them correct and favourable views on the subject 
of missions, and of the general plan of education adopted 
by the convention—to obtain funds by public collections 
at meetings, or otherwise, for missionary purposes—to 
originate and encourage missionary and education soci- 
eties, female mite and charitable societies, &c. &c. and 
solicit subscriptions and donations, as circumstances 
might render proper, for the various purposes of the Con- 
vention. 

‘¢ Under these impressions the committee respectfully 
submit the following resolutions. 

‘¢1. That Domestic Missionaries be appointed, pursu- 
ant to the system recommended in the above mentioned 
report, in such parts of the country as can be supplied 
with suitable characters. 

“2, That instructions, conformably to the foregoing 
suggestions, be made out and printed, duly signed by one 
of the Vice Presidents, the President not being present, 
and by the Corresponding Secretary. 

3. That the Agent of the Board be instructed to fur- 
nish each of said missionaries with a suitable subscrip- 
tion book. 

“4, That the Agent of the Board, with the concur- 
rence of the corresponding Secretary, and the President, 
or one of the Vice Presidents, as abovementioned, agree 
with said missionaries for their compensation, varyin 
according to circumstances ; butin no case to exceed the 
amount of their public general collections for missionary 
purposes.” 


_ These resolutions were adopted, and eight missiona- 
ries have been appointed, from different states—each to 
labour in the state where he resides, and the adjacent 
parts. 

On the subject of establishing a contingent fund, it is 
observed in the last annual Report : 


*« The plan recommeftided by the Board of Managers for 
producing a contingent fund, by obtaining, as far as prac- 
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ticable, from each Missionary Society, Education Society, 


_ Church, and Association throughout the United States, 


twenty dollars, and the same from generous individuals, 
the interest of which to be applied primarily, to the de- 
fraying of the travelling expenses of the delegates to the 
Convention, and, when more than sufficient for that pur- 
oe. to other objects at the discretion of the Board, it js 

oped will be carried forward with vigour in the course 
of this year and next. The church under the pastoral 
care of the Rev. O. B. Brown in Washington, has com- 
menced giving effect to the aforesaid plan.- A public 
collection has been taken in their meeting-house, and 
twenty doliars furnished.” 


The Board in concluding their report, after stating that 
property is frequently the parent of perplexity, and the 
destroyer of repose ; that “ the abundance of the rich will 
not suffer him to sleep,”’ and that the “ sore evil” is some- 
times seen under the sun, namely, “ riches kept for the 
owners thereof to their own hurt,” observe as follows: 


‘¢ Contemplating this incertitude, vexation, and transi- 
tory tenure connected with all worldly possessions, the 
question arises, How. shall property be disposed of to the 
best possible advantage P By what means may it be car- 
ried out of the world, so as to contribute to the moral and 
immortal welfare of ourselves and others ? The Redeem- 
er directs his disciples to make to themselves friends of 
the mammon of unrighteousness, that when they fail, 
grateful beneficiaries may receive them to everlasting ha- 
bitations. 

«¢ At a period like the present, when the most impor- 
tant and comprehensive plans are in operation for the 
eternal welfare of millions, surely all, and especially re- 
ligious professors, are called upon to contribute of their 
substance to the great design. If deficiency of faith in 
the providence of God prevent them from giving largely 
while living, yet their last will and testament offer to 
their survivors a full demonstration that the cause of God 
was dear to their best affections. It is devoutly hoped 
that the time has already come when legacies shall be 
abundantly left for missionary purposes ; when the chris- 
tian, going into eternity, shall consider his will mournful- 
ly incomplete, in which the kingdom of Christ is forgot- 
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ten. To assist those whose liearts shall be let to make these 
offerings in death to Almighty God, and for the promotion 
of the honours of his name, the following forms of bequest 
are presented.” 

Here follows a form of bequest of personal property to 
the ** General Convention of the Baptist Denomination in 
the United States for Foreign Missions, and other impor- 
tant objects relating to the Redeemer’s kingdom;”’ a form 
of a devise of real estate ; and the form of a bequest of 
two thousand dollars to the Convention, to establish a 
scholarship for the purpose of promoting the education of 
young men engaged in the ministry. After these follows 
a form of bequest of personal property to the Columbian 
College inthe District of Columbia, for the use of the Cor- 
poration for the support of indigent students in the The- 
ological or Classical Department: a form of bequest for a 
scholarship in the Theological Department; and a form of 
devise of real estate to the Columbian College, for the 
use of the Corporation for indigent students in the Theo- 
logical or Classical Department, or for any other particu- 
lar purpose the testator may think proper to express. 

It is not a little surprising, how Luther Rice and 
others, should be able in so short a time, to model the 
Baptists so completely into the maxims and practices of 
the New England churches and other corrupt bodies of 
professing christians ; by which means so much money is 
obtained from the people. In all these proceedings, how 
little is there to be seen that bears any semblance to the 
example of Christ and the Apostles? <A few years ago, 
such schemes and undertakings were unknown and un- 
thought ofin the Baptist Churches of this country. But 
Luther Rice, who is a native of New England, and recei- 
ved an education at one of their Theological Seminaries, 
having united himself with the Baptists, has leavened a 
large portion of that community into his own spirit ; and 

reeably to the principle inculcated by his school associ- 
ates, Mills and Schermerhorn, the springs being now 
opened, in all probability the money will continue to flow. 

These plans and undertakings in the Baptist Society, 
so far from advancing the true interests of the Redeem- 
er’s kingdom in that community, or in the earth, will 
have a direct tendency to destroy all the former simpli- 
29 
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city amongst them, and prostrate the true religion of 
Jesus Christ as in the dust—while they will exalt the 
ministry, and render the people subservient to their in- 
terests and designs. Wedo not wonder that John Tay- 
lor, an aged and respectable Baptist preacher in Kentuc- 
ky, inhis Thoughts on Missions,* should express himself 
in the plain and pointed manner he has. In a general 
way, however, we find, while a few leading characters in 
a society set forth the great utility and necessity of en- 
gaging in the popular and extensive plans of the day, and 
organize things in such a manner as to bring into their 
hands thousands and tens of thousands, to render them- 
selves great, and secure a comfortable provision in this 
world; the people are all dumb with silence, and the af- 
fairs of ambitious men move forward with a surprising 
rapidity. Indeed, many of the combinations and under- 
takings now in the christian world, are so transformed by 
excellency of speech and the wisdom of men, and are re- 
presented as so pleasing in the sight of God and so essen- 
tial to the progress of the gospel, that very few dare wit- 
ness against any of their proceedings, well knowing they 
would be branded as the enemies of Christ, and consider- 
ed opposers to the advancement of his kingdom. 

Satan never succeeds so well, as when he transforms 
himself into an Angel of Light, and appears as the pro- 
moter of righteousness; for he then draws into his 
devices thousands of the better sort of people, and is al- 
most shielded from attack: for who dare oppose what 
every bedy approves and considers as the work of the 
Lord ! e are here reminded of the dream of a pious 
man in North Carelina, some years since, which was ap- 
plicable to some things that afterwards took place in his 
own experience. As near as can be recollected, it was 
as fellows: He thought the devil appeared to him in the 
shape of a furious wild beast—when he engaged it and 
overcame him in that shape. After this, he changed inte 
another form less fierce and terrible—when he again en- 
gaged him, and overcame. He then changed into several 





* An extract from J. Tayton’s “ Thoughts on Missions” was mset- 
ted in our March number of 1821. The pamphlet has since been 
printed entire, and may be had at the office of the Reformer, at 
twelve and a half cents single, or one dollar the dozen. 
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other forms, each time becoming less and less odious, inall 
of which he engaged him, and overcame. At length he 
was so transformed, and assumed such a glorious appear- 
ance, that when he engaged him in this appearance, the 
people all cried out that he was fighting against Christ, 
and were offended at him ; but he assured them it was on- 
ly the devil. 

It is but too evident to every truly pious mind, that 
there is at present very little pure and undefiled religion 
amongst men; and hence there is the greatest reason to 
believe, that the spirit which engenders and carries on 
the great plans and undertakings now so numerous in 
Christendom, is more like the spirit which caused the 
Scribes and Pharisees to compass sea and land to make a 
proselyte, than the spirit which influenced the Lord Jesus © 
and his immediate followers, in their labours in the king- 
dom and patience of the gospel. 


iru 


For the Reformer. 
| [Communicated from Massachusetts.] 

At a time when the streams are preferred to the foun- 
tain, and the shadew to the substance, and forms and 
customs, titles and worldly honours are worshipped in- 
stead of the true and living God, it becomes those that 
see these evils, to bear a faithful testimony against them, 
and hold up to view the degeneracy of the age. 

It is scarcely necessary to bring arguments to show, 
that the numerous theological seminaries lately set up in 
this rary? f will be fruitful nurseries of a corrupt minis- 
try ; and that these places of human invention, will prove 
the gulf of ruin to many; while they will be demanding 
vast sums of money from the people, to keep up the 
manufactory of such, as will pretend, for the sake of gain, 
to be called of God to preach the gospel. I have no de- 
sire to oppose the acquisition of useful knowledge or 
human literature, in a lawful way, and to a lawful end ; 
but when the study of heathen philosephy, and what is 
falsely called divinity, are made an essential requisite 
for qualifying men to preach Christ, the power of God 
and the wisdom of God, I feel no hesitation in saying, 
that all money spent in this way, is appropriated to the 
vilest purpose: and those who thus undertake to qualify 
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teachers, virtually say what the prince of Tyrus said: 
‘TI am a God, I sit in the seat of God:” and practically 
assume the authority of the Most High, whose preroga. 
tive alone it is, to qualify those he calls and sends forth 
to preach his gospel. 

And how exactly does the conduct and practices of 
such ministers, as have no other qualification but human, 
correspond to the description given of false teachers b 
the apostles:—They have a heart exercised with covetous 


practices ; they love the wages of unrighteousness ; and 


with feigned words make merchandise of people. They 
speak great swelling words of vanity ; and, like Diotre- 
phes, love to have the preeminence. Moreover, like the 
scribes and pharisees, they love the uppermost rooms at 
feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogues, and greet- 
ings in the markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi 
Rabbi, or Rev. D. D. &c. in direct opposition to the com- 
mand of Christ to his disciples, not to be called Rabbi. 
What is still more lamentable, they sooth the people in 
their sins; prophesying smooth things; and saying, 
peace, peace, when there is no peace ; while at the same 
time they make them believe that they, and they only, are 
the infallible guides to heaven; because they have re- 
ceived a college education, and been ordained of men. 
How unlike, indeed, are these ministers to the true 
ministers of Jesus Christ, whom he first calls by his grace 
with an holy calling; making them humble as a little 
child, and then qualifies them by the Holy Ghost, to 
speak as the spirit gives them utterance; having their 
ministry not of men, nor by men, but by the revelation of 
Jesus Christ; and walking in conformity with the divine 


command: Freely ye have received ; freely give. 
A Baptist. 


—>ea— 
For the Reformer. 


A great deal of fault is found with the reformers of the 
present day, for we the errors and corruptions 
prevalent among professing christians. Not that it '§ 
denied but what evils exist, but by exposing them, they 
say, it furnishes unbelievers with an occasion to triumph, 
and contributes to the furtherance of infidelity. I ac 
knowledge that infidelity has less or more prevailed 38 
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proportion to the decline of true religion 5 the probable 
reason of which is, the votaries of infidelity unjustly 
charge to the account of christianity all the bad conduct 
of its professors. But would this be the case, were 
christians more“honest to discountenance in eaeh other 
every thing prohibited in the guspel? I think not; for 
what has the pure gospel of the Saviour to do with the 
treachery of Judas, the cowardice of Peter, or the bad 
conduct of modern popes and prelates? But it is with 
the various sects of religion, as with individuals; when 
they depart from the simplicity and purity of the gospel, 
they still wish to keep a fair outside ; and so long as they 
succeed in hiding their state from the knowledge of men, 
they think all is well. Nor is it likely their state will 
ever be betfer, while they continue in this course; for he 
that covereth his sins shall not prosper. 

There is no sin we are required more carefully to avoid, 
than the leaven of the pharisees, (hypocrisy); and it 
must be as hateful in the sight of God, when found in a 
community, as in an individual. Nor will any man, who 
is acquainted with his Bible and Church History, under- 
take to say, that the most likely way to reniedy evils, is 
to conceal them. Why then should he be considered an 
enemy, who, like the good surgeon, searches out the part 
affected, and let the operation be ever so painful, probes 
it faithfully, that he may effect a cure, and thereby save 
the life of the patient. But to view as enemies of sdlisiea, 
those who expose corruption in the ministers of the pre- 
sent day, is the more extraordinary, seeing these ver 
men who find fault with this course, at the same time ad- 
mire the honesty and zeal of the ancient worthies, spoken 
of in the Holy Scriptures, who bore their testimony 
against sin, as well when found in the royal person of 
a king, as that of.a humble peasant; and denounced the 
judgments of the Lord against the false shepherds. who 
instead of feeding devoured the sheep, and clothed tiem- 
selves with the wool. Nor was this honesty less remark- 
able in their faithfully recording these things, not even 
sparing their own foibles; which is a trait that distin- 
Co the Holy Scriptures from human productions. — 

or when a member of a religious body now undertakes 
to give to the world a history of the sect to which he be- 
longs, the grand defect, which proves the work to be 

VOL. If. 30 
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‘| 
! ie human, is the careful avoidance of every circumstance in 
p, K the narrative, which in the opinion of the narrator would 
i i deform the fair picture he wishes te draw. ‘Thus, by a 
a want of true candour, he betrays hat weakness and fal- 
1; libility which in others he is ever so ready to condemn. 
sf The extent to which this covering system has been 
: carried by these false friends of religion, Lion proved fatal 
t) to the interests of the Redeemer’s kingdom. It was be- 
oe cause of this, our Saviour when on earth, found even 
+ k under the shadow of the Jewish sanctuary, the vile brood 
ig of serpents, the generation of vipers, against whom he 
ae pronounced the most awful judgments to be found in the 
if ‘ gospel; nor did this High Priest of our profession, like 
Roo many in the present day, deem it incompatible with the 
Te. interests of religion, but considered it an important part 
, of the duty of a prophet of the Lord, to unmask these 
i e hypocritical pretenders to godliness, and expose their 
Tt real character to the world. It was by concealing the 
iN evil deeds of the clergy within the walls of cloisters, and 
a4 Ww threatening with tortures and death any who should dare 
a to call in question the immaculate purity of the church 


of Rome, which generated and nourished up that monster 
| of ecclesiastical corruption, called emphatically in scrip- 
ture the man of sin, a beast, &c. 

Many of the professors of religion at the present day, 
do not a little resemble the scribes and pharisees of vld, 
who, while they garnished the tombs of the prophets, 
manifested the greatest hostility against him of whom all 
the vrophets spoke; and only because he testified to them 
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! 4 that tieir deeds were evil. Nor need any who follow 
te ay the example of the Saviour, expect better treatment from 
A v those of a similar character: for although they hold m 
a high esteem the names of Wickliff, Luther, Calvin and 
et + others, for stemming the tide of corruption which flowed 


around them, these pharisees of modern time breathe the 
same spirit of persecution which lighted up the fires at 
Rome and Smithfield, that consumed to ashes the faithful 
servants of God. 

David Simpson, that bold champion for truth, when he 
opposed the corruptions of the Church of England, did not 
conceive as many do, that the interests of religion would 
be promoted by concealing abuses, but, on the contrary, 
in his book called a Plea for Religion and the sacred wri- 
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tings, he laid open abuses and corruptions in all their 
ageravation and turpitude. Nor was avy of opinion na 
the course was improper, save the religious body in whic 

the evils existed. Such is the inconsistency of frail man, 
that while he approves of the method pointed out by di- 
vine wisdom in relation to others, yet when applied to 
himself, it serves but to awaken his resentment; not against 
his sinful practices, but the one, who, like the prophet 
Nathan, charges home his guilt upon him, by saying thou 
art the man. MELANOTHON. 


EPS eee 


For the Reformer. 
ON FREE MASONRY. No. I. 


Imperfect as is the tradition concerning Masonry, 
there is little doubt of its being an ancient and honoura- 
ble Institution, having originally for its object, the im- 
provement and harmony of the human family. B 
means of it the Arts and Sciences, and above all, the Ho- 
ly Scriptures, and with them the knowledge and worship 
of the one God, have been, in a good measure, preserved, 
amidst the general idolatry and ignorance of mankind 
during a long series of time. 

In the early age of this Institution, the Members com- 
posing the Body were men of unblemished life and con- 
versation, and devoted to useful science and the practice 
of Benevolence. An advancement in the numerous 
grades of Masonry, unlike what is at present the case, 
depended on the proficiency of its candidates, not only 
in the useful sciences which it was designed to fester, but 
in the practice of the virtues inculcated by the sacred 
volume. The members were required to have an accurate 
knowledge not only of the symbols of the order, by which 
they were designated, and made known to each others 
but of the substance represented by them, an instructive 
moral being couched under each. 

Their number was therefore limited, comyared with 
the multitudes now associated under this denomination, 
and theiradvancement to the summit of perfection slow and 
painful. The great and the good were consequently the 
parc stones of the Masonic Edifice, and Brotherly 

ove the indissoluble cement. The rules for their social 
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government, being many of them in close accordance with 
the precepts of the gospel, are excellent. It is also un- 
deniable, that even at this day there exists among them a 
harmony no where probably to be found in a Body not 
professedly Christian. 

As to the tales so frequently heard, of Masons dealing 
with the devil, of their secret conspiracies against the go- 
vernments under which they lived: I have no hesitation 
in expressing my conviction that they are false. No ex- 
perience which I have had of them has ever led to a sus- 
_ of the kinds; on the contrary Masonry is a stron 

uman defence to any country in which it is estabtiahalk 
The secrets of the Order also are of such a nature, as, 
abstractly considered, to be altogether harmless, the 
knowledge of them being useless to any but themselves. 

I think it just, although I have voluntarily withdrawn 
from this Body, to express myself thus concerning them. 
But there appear to me strong reasons for believing that the 
Institution has outlived, in a great degree, the season of 
its usefulness, and that the glory ofits edifice is eclipsed, 
and will finally vanish, before the Supreme Glory of the 
Christian Temple, which claims of right all that is excel- 
lent in Masonry, and extends to the utmost bounds of the 
habitable globe, the Charity which among them is limited 
to those who are initiated into their mysteries. 

In a subsequent number I will endeavour to draw the 
contrast between Christianity and Masonry, meanwhile, 
with best wishes for the success of the Reformer, I sub- 
scribe myself, CanpipUvus. 


eee oe 


Por the Reformer. 


Reading lately in one of our papers an extract from’an 
English paper, | was struck with astonishment to see to 
what a pitch of wicked flattery the English nation had 
arrived, when speaking of and to their king. What mind 
unwarped by the baneful influence of education under 
kingly government, but must feel pity, disgust, and in- 
dignation, when he sees the abominable and unjust appel- 
lations, given to a poor worm of the dust. For why? 
Only because he is born son to a king. If he wallow in 
the kennels and sinks of iniquity, yet forsooth when his 
father is no more, he of course must be addressed as 
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most gracious, sacred, &c. How preposterous—how im- 
pious—does it not border on | emy? 

We censure the Catholics, and call them idolaters for 
paying adoration to the representation of a Virgin Mary, 
or an Infant Jesus ; but, alas! what do even professed 
ministers of the gospel, but bow the knee, and approach 
with adoration, an image that has not the semblance of 
goodness, save, he is a man,—one who first persecuted 
and then prosecuted his lawful wife; for what’ why: she 
is accused of a crime, of which every person of informa- 
tion and unbiassed judgment, believes the prosecutor 
abundantly guilty. Yet he is above investigation—he is 
a king—he must rule the nation, and be considered as 
head of both church and state, however unworthy. These 
things ought not so to be. Is it not enough to make every 
Englishman blush—just as every American must blush, 
who hears the high sounding words of liberty and equality, 
among thousands of slaves. 

Well might a Jefferson say, when speaking of slavery, 
“T tremble for my country, when [ reflect that God is 
just.” And well may the inhabitants of Old England 
tremble, when such abominations, mockery and idolatry 
are practised ; and that too, by those who profess to be 
christians. OxnsERVER. 

— > Eee 


MINISTERIAL ACCOUNTS AT THE GREAT DAY. 


Veet’ 
[.4n Extract, commiuweated for the Reformer.]| 


‘*A Divine in the former part of the last age, was 
preaching before an association of ministers, and in order 
to quicken their regard to the principle, end, and motive 
from which they acted, pointed to them the last and aw- 
ful day of judgment; and, having brought in Christ the 
Judge, as taking his place on the throne, he then by an 
elegant prosopopwia, represented him as calling his Afin- 
isters to an account, examining how they had preached, 
and with what views they had undertaken and discharged 
the work of the ministry —* What did you preach for ?? 
‘I preached, Lord, that I might keep a good living that 
was left me by my father of one hundred and fifty or two 
hundred pounds per annum, which, if I had net entered 
into orders, had been wholly lost as to fi and my nume- 
rous family.’ Christ says to him, ‘Stand by, thou hast 
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had thy reward.’ The question is put to another :— 
‘ And what did you preach for ?? He answered, ¢ Lord, 
I was applauded as a learned man, and I preached to 
keep up the reputation of an excellent orator, and an in- 
genious preacher.’ Christ’s answer to him likewise was: 
* Stand thou by, thou also hast had thy reward.’ The 
Judge puts the question to a third: ‘dnd what did you 
preach for?’ ‘Lord,’ says he, ‘I neither aimed at the 
great things of this world, though [ was thankful for the 
conveniences of life, which thou gavest me; nor did | 
preach that [ might gain the character of a wit or of a 
man of parts or of a fine scholar; but I preached in com- 
passion to souls, and to please and honour Thee. M 
design in preaching was, Lord, that I might win souls to 
thy blessed Majesty.” ‘Come then and sit with me on 
my throne, as I am set down with my Father on his 
throne; thou hast owned and honoured me on earth, and 
I will own and honour thee through all the ages of eter- 
nity.” The result was, that the ministers went home 
much affected, resolving that, through the he!p of God, 
they would mind the work of the ministry more, and look 
better to their aims and ends than ever.” 





[From the Wesleyan Repository, of June 7th.] 
Ecclesiastical Claims Investigated, in five essays, by D. 
Isaac, Edinburgh, 1815. 


High churchmen hold, that Jesus Christ imparted to 
the Apostles the gift of the Holy Spirit for the office and 
work of the ministry ; and that they conferred this gift, 
by the rite of ordination, upon their coadjutors and im- 
mediate successors, from whom have descended to the 
present time a regular succession of episcopally ordained 
and divinely licensed ministers. 

All who are included in this succession are deemed 
regular clergymen, who are fully qualified for the office 
of spiritual guides, and whose isco are accompanied 
by the divine blessing. On the other hand it is attemp- 
ted to be maintained, that those ministers who cannot 
trace their spiritual descent through this episcopal lines 
are unauthorised and unaccredited teachers, intruders 
into the sacre@%ninistry, vain pretenders to inspiratiod, 
and deceivers of the people, merely because they have 
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not received divine authority like a spark of electric fire 
through the finger ends of a right reverend prelate. 

It ought to be allowed by all parties, that with the 
twelve, the Apostieship expired. The pretensions, then, 
would be to the places, privileges, and powers of the 

ersons said to be ordained by the Apostles. Let us 
hear Mr. Isaac on the subject of ordination, from whom 
we offer a few extracts. 

« When our Lerd chose the twelve, ‘that he might 
send them forth to preach,’ he is said to have ordained 
them; but the word ordained imports no more than to 
constitute, appoint, elect, and there is not the slightest 
intimation that he used any ceremonious consecration. 
After the ascension of Christ, only two persons, Matthias 
and Paul, were raised to the office of the Apostleship ; 
and neither of them received any human ordination. The 
appointment of Matthias is remarkable :—Peter stood u 
in the midst of the disciples (the number of the names 
together was about an hundred and twenty,) and made 
a speech on the necessity of electing another apostle to 
fill the place of Judas ;‘ and they appointed two, Joseph, 
called Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and Matthi- 
as.’ This shews that the election was in the disciples; 
and when they could not determine which of the two was 
most suitable, the Apostles did not pretend to take the 
matter out of their hands, but all the parties agreed to 
refer the election to God; they. therefore, prayed, and 
‘gave forth their lots, and the lot fell upon Matthias ;? 
and all we read more about this business is, that he was 
numbered with the eleven apostles. Here the whole af- 
fair of constituting an apostle was managed by God and 
the people, without the eleven, who were present, presu- 
ming either to appoint or consecrate him. 

The Apostle Paul received no human ordination to 
preach the gespel. ‘I certify you brethren,’ says he, 
‘that the gospel which was preached of me is not after 
man. For I neither received it of man, neither was J 
taught it but by the revelation of Jesus. When it pleas- 
ed God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, and 
called me by his grace, to reveal his son in me, that I might 
preach him among the heathen ; immediately I cor ferred 
not with flesh and blood ; neither went [ up to Jerusalem, 
to them which were apostles before me ; but I went inte 
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Arabia, and returned again into Damascus. Then after 
three years, I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and 
abode with him fifteen days. But other of the Apos- 
tles saw I none, save James the Lurd’s brother.’ From 
this account it is clear, that when he received his com- 
mission from heaven, he did not go to Jerusalem to re- 
ceive orders from the apostles, but immediately entered 
upon his work, and was employed for full three years in 
preaching the gospel and planting churches, before he 
even saw an apostle. 

“ There is not the slightest evidence, in the whole of the 
New Testament, that the Apostles ordained either coadju- 
tors or successors to themselves in the apostolic office. 

‘* The succession cannet be supported without ad- 
mitting the church of Rome to be a true church, and her 
priests the ministers of Christ. But as the Papists are 
not polite enough to return the compliment to the church 
of England and her clergy, many weak and timorous 
persons, in order to be on the safe side, embrace popery. 
‘ The churchman affirms, that no man is a true 
minister who is not included in the succession; the suc- - 
cession therefore must be proved to justify his ministry. 
But strange to tell ! he has no proof to offer. Even the 
Papists themselves cannot prove the succession. 

«Pope Gregory VI. could neither write nor read. 
Sculphus was made Archbishop of Rhemes, when he was 
between four and five years of age. A council was cal- 
led at Rome in the year 963, by the emperor Otho, to ex- 
amine the conduct of Pepe John XII. when it was proved 
by many witnesses, that he ordained bishops for money; 
and ordained a boy of ten years old bishop of Tudortine. 
This pope was guilty of sacrilege, murder, rapes; he put 
out the eyes of his spiritual father, Benedict, and killed 
him thereby. He killed John, a cardinal, by cutting off 
one of his members. He set houses on fire, and went ar- 
med and harnessed like a soldier. Both clergy and laity 
declared he drank a health of wine to the devil ! That 
at his play at dice, he would crave the help of Jupiter, 
Venus and other demons. 

“ The council deposed John, and set up Leo. John 
called a council! of bishops, who styled him the most godly 
and most holy pope, and cursed Leo and all his foilowers. 
The next year an incensed husband caught his holiness 
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where he should not have been, and knocked out his 
brains. Baronius and Binius, two celebrated historians 
of the Romish church, make John the true pope to his 
death (in opposition to Leo, ) and trace the succession 
through him. An infidel, a simonist, a drunkard, an 
adulterer, a murderer, a worshipper of idols and devils 
—a thing in human shape, worse than a beast, and bad as 
Belzebub, is made Christ’s vicar upon earth, has the pow- 
er of saving and damning who he pleases, the father of 
the faithful, and the dispenser of all spiritual blessings ! 
All this must be believed or the succession is lost! 

«“ The English Reformers were no advocates for 
Episcopal Succession. ‘The following extract from the 
Homilies shows the sense of the Reformers, and is as va- 
luable for the strength of its argument, as for the weight 
ofits authority : 

‘ As the lion is known by his claws, so let us learn 
‘to know these men, (the popes,) by theirdeeds. What 
‘shall we say of him that made the noble king Dandalus 
‘to be tied by the neck witha chain, and to lie flat down 
‘before his table, there to gnaw bones like adog ? Shall 
‘we think that he had God’s holy spirit within him, and 
‘not rather the spirit of the devil? Such a tyrant was 
‘pope Clement the VI. What shall we say of him that 
‘proudly and contemptuously trode Frederick the Em- 
‘ peror under his feet, applying the verse of the psalm un- 
‘to himself, thou shalt go upon the lion and the adder; 
‘the young lion and the dragon thou shall tread under 
‘thy foot r Shall we say that he had God’s holy spirit 
¢ within him, and not rather the spirit of the devil ? Such 
‘a tyrant was pope Alexander the IIIf. What shall we 
‘say of him that made Henry, the Emperor, with his wife 
‘and his young child, to stand at the gates of the city in 
‘the rough winter, bare-footed and bare-legged, only clo- 
‘ thed in linsey-woolsey, eating nothing from morning till 
‘night, and that for the space of three days ? Shall we 
‘say that he had God’s holy spirit within him, and not 
‘rather the spirit of the devil? Such a tyrant was pope 
‘Hildebrand, most worthy to be called a fire-brand, if 
‘we shall term him as he hath deserved. Many other 
‘ examples might here be alledged; as of pope Julius IT. 
‘that wilfully cast St. Peter’s keys into the river Tyber ; 
‘of pope Urban the VI. that caused five cardinals to be 
of 
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‘ put into sacks, and cruelly drowned ; of pope Sergius 
‘the III. that persecuted the dead body of Formosus, his 
‘ predecessor, when it had been buried eight years; of 
. - e John, the XIV. of that name, who had his enemy 
‘delivered into his hands, caused him to be stripped 
‘stark naked, his beard to be shaven, and to be hanged up 
‘ a whole day by the hair. But to conclude and make an 
‘end ye shall briefly take this short lesson. Wheresoever 
‘ye shall find the spirit of arrogancy and pride, the spi- 
‘rit of envy, hatred, contention, cruelty, murder, extor- 
‘tion, &c. assure yourselves that there is the spirit of the 
‘ devil, and not of God, albeit they pretend outwardly to 
‘ the world ever so much sanctity. 

«¢ The succession cannot be proved. Its advocates are 
obliged to trace it through children, heretics, schismatics, 
infidels, idolaters, simonists, drunkards, adulterers, so- 
domites, and murderers; but after raking through all 
this filth they cannot make it out. The pretence, then, of 
being in the succession is a mere arbitrary assumption; 
there is not a minister in christendom who can demon- 
strate upon this principle the legality of his orders.” 





INTELLIGENCE. 


It must be generally known to our readers, that the same form of go- 
vernment was lately established in Naples that now exists in Spain. The 
event was brought about by the sect known by the name of Carbonart; 
and the king of Naples, at the time, appeared heartily to concur in all the 
acts and proceedings of the new government, and swore to observe its 
provisions. Since the old order of things has been restored by means of 
the allied sovereigns, he has assumed a very different tone. The following, 
from a number of other of his decrees, will show the present condition of 
Naples : 


“Impressed with the maxim that a law to be perfect demands a penal 
sanction, and that the punishment to be useful requires examples, public, 
speedy and impartial, we have therefore decreed as follows: 

“*1. A Court Martial shall be created with all the powers of a special 
council of war. 

‘©5. The objeet of the society of Carbonari, being the overthrow of all 

vernments, every one who after the publication of this decree, shall 
join that societv, or attend any of its meetings, shall be frunished with 
death, as gual’y of high treason.” 

An editor, speaking of the decrees of the king of Naples, observes:— 
‘¢ A measure more tyrannical in its nature, more bloedy in its provisions, 
or more treacherous in its means of detection, has seldom disgraced hu- 


man history.” We have no idea that the king of Spain is ref better in 
his heart than the king of Naples. Ali that is wanting is a suita 
tunity to declare himself. 


le opper- 
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TURKISH CRUELTIES. 


In eonsequence of a revolt ofthe Greeks, in some of the Turkish pro- 
vinces, at cruelty has been exercised upon the Greek christians. 
Constantinople is said to be a scene of disturbance and massacre. The 
grand Scignior, to revenge the insurrection in his northern provinces has 
had recourse to the most dreadful reprisals, ‘The Greek Patriarch has 
been strangled, and four ager yw <8 have been massacred. Some let- 
ters say that such is the rage of the Turks against the Greeks, that the 
government cannot restrain them. The most blood-thirsty are said to be 
the Asiatic troops, who come by forced marches, and are guilty of un- 
bounded cruelties to the Greek inhabitants. ‘* Christians, (says a private 
Jetter, dated Constantinople, April 19,) have been massacred by hundreds; 
entire streets in Pera have been set on five, and all the inhabitants not 
excepting women and children, have been either burned or assassinated.”” 
About 15,000 Greeks have thrown themselves, in the most helpless state, 
on the protection of the English in Zante and other islands. It appears 
that as far back as the year 1770, when an insurrection in Wallachie and 
Moldavia broke out, a proposition was then made in the Divan to massa- 
cre all the christians, in the Ottoman Empire, computed at 12,000,000, 
This horrid proposition was renewed in 1790, in 1807, and, latterly, on the 
breaking out of the present revolt. In the former instances it was oppos- 
ed by the Grand Vizier and by the Mufti as contrary to soun# policy 
and religion. Whether it will or will not now be carried into effect, time 

nt roust determine. I: is stated that the Turks have no idea of arresting the 
progress of sedition and rebellion, by any other means than ihe axe and 
the bew-string. The number of those who have already perished are 
estimated at more than 40,000. There is a prospect that Russia and 
Austria will declare war against the Turks and invade the country with 
a powerful army. 


After a stormy discussion in the Chamber of Deputies, a law has been 
passed in France, authorising additional sees, increasing pay to the clergy, 
and the repairing of the churches. “The power of opinion in France (says 
the Aurora) may be collected from their publications—there are four 
different editions of the works of Voltaire advertised atthe same time, and 
by different publishers. The works of Mirabeau are advertised as prine 
ting in continuation, and to be shortly issued.” [A number more 
deistical publications are here enumerated, as alreacy printed or 
about to be issued.] It need not be expected that deism can ever 
be driven out of the country while so much corrupt christianity exists’ 
in it. As pure and divine as the christian religion is, it will become odi- 
ous and be rejected by thousands, as the invention of men, when its abet- 
ters and advocates are destitute of moral principle, and inake their faith 
subservient to their interest and aggrandizement. It is this which has caue 
sed so much deism in England, and renders it invulnerable against every . 
attack. Ifthe clergy in England would give up their emoluments and in 
many instances enormous salaries, and live according to the holy princi- 
ples of the religion they profess, it would tend more to advance the cause 
of christianity, and do away deism and infidelity, than all the Bible Soci- 
eties and Missionary Societies in the land. 





Eighty five new churches are now building, and to be built in London, 
which are to contain sittings for 150,000 persons, at the expence of onc 
million sterling [4,440,000 dollars. | [ Enclish Paper. 
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The Lay Commentator.—Some members of a Baptist Church in the 
west of England, constantly ushered in the morning of the Sabbath, by 
meeting in the vestry for social prayer and religious conversation, At 
one of these meetings, the subject was charity; all spoke in their tarn, 
and a man named Charles Benjamin, thus delivered himself: ‘I shall say 
nothing more than this—we have been talking of charity, it would be 
“ to put it in exercise; here is our brother Ephraim Forth goes to 

ock every morning this cold weather without a great coat; and there is 
my shilling towards buying him one.”? The good men took the hint; and 
Ephraim was enabled to purchase the necessary next day, and went to 
dock “‘ warmed if not filled.” This lay commenting was more effectual 
than two thirds of clerical preaching. [ E-rtract, 

How much preferable is the practice of charity, to the talk of it. It is 
easy and costs a man nothing to express sympathy and feeling for his fel- 
low man—assisting him and ministering to his wants is the difficult point. 


Mr. Conner, a late travalier to Asia Minor and Palestine, speaking of 
the dissensions among the different bodies of christians in Jerusalem, says: 
** Of that city, whose very name is peace, and whose peaceful state should 
be the figure of the church’s unity on earth, and of its rest in heaven,— 
of that city the christian traveller is compelled to say,—If there be a spot 
in the world, where the spirit of religious contention burss with greater 
fury than any other, that spot is Jerusalem! The occupation of the holy 
places is the great object of contention, These are in the hands of the 
Turks, by whom the right of occupation is sold to the highest bidder.” 


A Vandalia (Illinois) paper, giving an account of the trial of the two 
Indians noticed in our last number, states: ** After thei conviction, they 
said that the witness against them, (wlio was an Indian of their own tribe 
and present at the murder) had told the truth. “When the judge asked 
them if they had any thing to say why sentence should not be pronounced 
against them, they said, what can we say ? we know that we have killed 
the two men. When we saw our young man, who was with us lay his 
hand upon the book, we hoped that you would have had pity on us: we 
deserve to die; Have you any more questions to ask ?”’ 


Tt appears that the Choctaw Indians had been prevailed on by the Mis- 
sionaries who went among them, to give out of their annuity, due from 
the United States for lands purchased, the sum of 6,000 dollars, annually, 
for 15 years to come, for the use of the missions established in that na- 
tion, making in the whole 90,000 dollars. ‘“‘ But though the chiefs (says 
the Philanthropist) and some others, were thus liberal, the grant produced 
dissatisfaction among the tribe, and Government assumed the payment of 
the appropriation, and further gave 54 sections of first rate land for the 
support of schools.”—** The Missionaries have obtained 133,320 dollars at 
least, independent of their own funds, and charitable contributions, and 
of appropriations of cattle, Xe. by the Indians.” 





«" Having ascertained if we inserted the last communication from “ A. B.” 
it would bring on a controversy that would divert the work from its main design, 
it has been forwarded to another periodical publication, in which the subject 
been under discussion, and where we doubt not it will be acceptable. 
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